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Mr. Chess Guest Speaker 


Mr. I.ouis Chess, traveling agent of the Southern Pacific 
passenger trafic department, was the guest speaker at the 
second meeting of the Northern California Railroad Club, 
held November 27, at the home of Bill Darrough. Mr. 
Chess presented the club with a large wall map of the Sou- 
thern Pacific Lines. He spoke on the Southern Pacific as a 





large corporation, on the Mexico line, the physical outlay of 
the system, the Northwestern Pacific, and building up prop- 
erty along the right-of-way into a paying proposition. He 
answered many questions concerning California short roads. 
Securing a permanent club room was the main subject of 
discussion. 


The next meeting of the Northern California Railroad 
Club will be held at home of Jack Gibson, 118 Mt. Diablo 
Ave., San Mateo, California on Saturday night at 7:30 p.m., 
December 18. It is necessary to hold the meeting on this 
date because of Christmas and New Year which fall on 
other possible Saturdays. The committee will endeavor to 
have another guest speaker present. 
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The Governor Stanford 


By Jack GiBson 


The Governor Stanford, No. 1 of the Central Pacific 
Railroad, was built in 1863 by Richard Norris & Son of Phil- 
adelphia, No. 1040. The Governor Stanford was shipped 
around the Cape Horn on the ship “Herald of the Morning’’ 
and arrived in San Francisco on August 9, 1863. It was then 
transferred to the schooner “‘Anna R. Forbes”’ which reach- 
ed Sacramento October 7 of the same year. During the un- 
loading process it was nearly lost in the river. The first rails 
for the Central Pacific were also brought on this trip. 

During the following weeks a few miles of rail were laid 
and the Governor Stanford was assembled. On November 9, 

_1863 the engine proudly steamed over the few miles of laid 
track. The occasion was glamerous enough to warrant a 35 
gun salute. It was at this point that No. 1 was named after 
Leland Stanford, he being governor of California and presi- 
dent of the Central Pacific at the time. 

It was used during the construction period until heavier 
engines arrived to take its place. Being too light for construc- 
tion service, it was used as a switch engine and for light local 
service. 





When the engine was first placed in service it was a wood 
burner but was later converted into a coal and then an oil 
burner. 

When the Southern Pacific acquired the Central Pacific, 
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No. 1 was renumbered S. P. No. 1174. It was used as a 
yard engine in the Oakland yards. Air brakes and automatic 
couples were supplied in lieu of the old equipment. In 1894, 
the Governor Stanford was headed for the scrap heap when 
some officials suggested that she be repaired to her former 
appearance and donated to the Stanford University Museum. 
Her balloon stack and link and pin couplings were restored, 
but she still retains the air pump. 

Her last run under her own power was to the university’s 
grounds where a hole had to be cut in the wall of the museum 
to admit the Governor Stanford. She rests there today, look- — 
ing much as she did when she was first built. 

‘The Governor Stanford, a 4-4-0, has 16x22 cylinders, 54 
inch drivers, and weighed 56,000 Ibs. 


Hay Burner! 


Much is said today about a wood burning locomotive but 
here’s one for the records. “The Hercules Powder Company 
at Hercules, nine miles east of Richmond on the S. P., uses 
a hay burner on its considerably large yardage of narrow 
gauge track connecting the various storehouses, etc. The hay 
burner, mule to anyone not railroad inclined, is about TWICE 
the size of the ordinary horse. Reason for having a sparkless 
hay burner: electric, steam or diesel sometimes make plants 
such as this one go BooM! 
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Two Y. V. Boomers 


Up to date little has been known about two locomotives 
formally on the Yosemite Valley Railway roster, but now 
separated by a thousand miles or so. It might be said that 
these engines are retired boomers since neither are in use. 

The first one was No. 11, later renumbered 26. This is 
not the same 26 in service today. No. 11 was built as an ex- 
perimental wood burner in either 1879 or 1880. Stranycly 
“enough is the fact that this engine was a 2-8-0. It possessed 
19 inch cylinders, 24 inch stroke, hada boiler pressure of 
125 pounds, a tractice force of 18,775 pounds, and the eng- 
ine and tender light weighed 129,300. It was sold in June 
1917 to Willette and Burr, near Niles, Calif., who convert- 
ed it into an oil burner. Today the engine remains in a shed 





near Niles. 

Another journey-seeking locomotive of the Y. V. was No. 
20, bought second hand by the Y. V. in 1905 It was a 
4-4-0 passenger locomotive, 17 inch cylinders, 24 inch 
stroke and 63 inch drivers, weighing approxiniately 50 tons. 
In 1923 it was sold to a Mexican contracting firm at Mazat- 
lan, Mexico. The engine now reposes on the beach there 
about a 100 feet from the waters edge. The engine had been 
converted to a wood burner although it used oil as fuel when 
it left the Y. V. This engine was very similar to No. 21, 
stationed at E! Portal for emergency service. 

While on the subject it might be well to touch upon 
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Y.V. No. 21 already mentioned. This particular engine was 
purchased by the Y. V. from the Wabash Railroad where 
same had been in passenger service between Chicago and St. 
Louis for twenty years and after acquisition by this company, 
No. 21 was operated in passenger service between Merced 
and El Portal for another twenty years, until 1926. The re- 
markable thing about this locomotive is that the same engin- 
eer, C. H. Grant (since deceased), ran the locomotive for 
twenty years on the Wabash and twenty years on the Y. V., 
making a total of forty years on the same locomotive. 


This Western Railroad World 


(About the middle of November, No. 1 of the State Belt 
R. R. was hauling four loaded automobile cars toward Fort 
Mason. As the train crossed the old wooden bridge located 
just east of the tunnel, the first of the cars, bc!onging to the 
C.R.1T &P., derailed and threatened to crash to the ground. 
Rera‘lment of the car was hampered by the poor condition of 
the bridge owing to the WPA working on the foundations. 
Another engine removed the three remaining cars leaving the 
1 spot and the derailed car stranded for four days while the 
bridge was repaired sufficiently to allow for their removal. 


Sierra R. R. No. 30, a Baldwin 2-6-2, was sold last month 
to the Howard Terminal Ry. of Oakland to replace their 
No. 2, an 0-4-0 saddle tank which is on its way to the scrap 
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heap or by this time has already reached it. No. 30 is now 
No. 6 of the Howard Terminal. 


@On October 4 two cars of the Yosemite Valley Ry., Nos. 
105, a combination and 331, an observation, were badly 
burned when a shed next to which the cars were standing 
caught fire. No 105, a wooden bodied car, was a total loss. 


@ The Southern Pacific Company was authorized by the ICC 
during the latter part of the month, to assume ownersi:ip of 
the old South Pacific Coast Railway which owned tracks from 
Oakland to Santa Cruz. 


(A few of the S. P.’s new streamlined 4-8-4s, class GS-3, 
are now being broken in between San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. 





Tue Wasrern RaiLRroaner is published monthly by Jack Gib- 
son, 118 Mt. Diablo Ave., San Mateo, California. 

Tue Western RaiLroaper is the official publication of the Nor- 
thern California Railroad Club. 


Subscription rates: 20c a year to members, 35c a year to aon- 
members; extra copies 3 cents. 


Editor, Jack Gibson; associate editors, Bill Darrough, John 
Carrick. 

Articles and contributions welcomed. 

The Northern California Railroad Club is a non-profit organiza- 
tion devoted to the interests of the Northern California railroad fan. 


It costs nothing to join. Send applications to Francis Guido, 502 
N. Claremon:, San Mateo, California. 





